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 Car registrations, special tags, handicap 
placards, titles and driver’s license applications

 Information on financial assistance for higher 
education 

 Assistance in obtaining and completing state 
forms of all kinds

 Voter registration and absentee ballot 
applications

 Unemployment compensation, disability and 
workers’ compensation

 Birth and death certificates
 Problems with the Department of Health and 

Human Services (food stamps, medical and 
income assistance)

 Pennsylvania income tax questions or problems
 Requests for literature of all kinds – bills, 

regulations, statutes, Pennsylvania maps, senior 
citizen information

 Citations from the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives for outstanding accomplishments 
and family milestones

 Complaints or questions about utilities and the 
Public Utility Commission 

 Complaints and problems with insurance 
companies

 Renewal of state-issued licenses or certifications
 Property Tax/Rent Rebate problems or questions
 Problems or questions about the state lottery
 PACE cards for senior citizens
 Consumer complaints
 Liquor Control Board concerns or questions
 Tours of the state Capitol for individuals or 

groups
 Information about federal, state and local 

government agencies
Any problem with state government! 
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It’s been more than 50 years 
since the 175th District has had 
a state representative who also 
served as chairman of a House 
committee. That all changed when 
I was appointed this term to serve 
as Democratic chairman of the 
Committee on Committees, where  
I am responsible for overseeing 
the House’s 24 standing 
committees and their work.  

In addition to that post, I continue 
to serve on the powerful House 
Appropriations Committee as 
its Democratic vice chairman, as 
well as on the Consumer Affairs, 
Education, Health and State 
Government committees. This is in 
addition to serving on the House 
Committee on Ethics, which you’ll 
read more about in this newsletter.

My office assists thousands of 
constituents just like you with 
problems, questions and concerns 
about state-related issues. There 
you can obtain a variety of 
informational booklets, brochures 
and other publications on state 
programs; receive help completing 
state forms; and get help solving 
a problem regarding a state law, 
program or service. 

The office is located at 610 N. 
2nd St. and the phone number is 
215-503-3245. 

Problem-solving and constituent 
service is a lot of what we do, 
but I am also just as committed to 
discussing legislative issues and 
concerns about our state with you. 
Please contact me if you need 
help with any state-related matter.

Dear Friend,

Mike

O’Brien

Taking your views To Harrisburg 

Taking your views  
To Harrisburg 

Don’t miss my Free Document Shredding 
and Electronic Recycling Event May 2! 
are you concerned about the safety of your personal information when 
discarding important documents? if so, please plan to bring personal 
financial and other documents to my free shredding event.

With district office staff  
from left: Charlie Carlin, 
O’Brien, Mary Isaacson 
and Theresa Alicea.

Talking with residents at 
the Somerset Neighbors 
for Better Living 
celebration on April 11. 

Saturday, May 2 • 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Festival Pier at Penn’s Landing 
Spring Garden St./Delaware Ave.  
and Columbus Blvd.

Bring up to three boxes or bags of the following: 

 Documents containing Social Security,  
 credit card and bank account numbers
 Credit card applications
 Canceled or unused checks
 Insurance and income tax records
 Bank and credit card statements
 Pension information

Please call my office at 215-503-3245 if you have a question about this event.

Please remove all trash from the boxes or bags of 
documents you’d like shredded. Magazines and 
newspapers will not be accepted. 

My event also features FREE collection of electronics, 
including TVs, computer CPUs, keyboards, mice, 
small printers, fax machines and flat screen monitors.  
One TV and computer CPU per household. NO 
appliances will be accepted for recycling. 

1.6 tons of  

paper recycled 

at last year’s 

event!



House Ethics Committee appointment 

Cyberbullying bill gets House vote

Wolf budget 
a return to 
governance

Equal wages, better wages

Bill would ease burden of student loan debt 

‘Yes’ to an elected school board in Philadelphia

An issue I’ve been working on for years recently 
saw House action via a bill I co-sponsored 
(H.B. 229), which would make cyberbullying a 
punishable crime. 

Bullying and bullies have been around forever. 
But today’s bully has a host of avenues online and 
through social media in which to mentally torture 
his or her victim. Under the bill, adults who are 
convicted under the law could be sentenced to jail 

Gov. Tom Wolf delivered his 
2015-16 budget proposal to 
a joint session of the General 
Assembly in early March. 

After four years of small ideas 
and limited thinking by Tom 
Corbett, we are finally seeing a 
governor who acknowledges we 
must fix our broken education 
system and that Pennsylvania 
needs long-term, sustainable 
funding to balance a structural 
deficit of well over $2 billion.  

Gov. Wolf proposes to increase 
the state’s share of funding for 
public education to 50 percent 
for the first time since the 1970s. 
In two years, his plan is to 
completely restore the higher 

As a member of the women’s health caucus I am working to pass an agenda that includes 
proposals to end the wage disparity women face in our state and to raise the minimum 
wage for Pennsylvania’s low-income workers. 

House Bill 250 would increase the minimum wage from the current $7.25 per hour to 
$10.10 per hour. It also includes an annual cost-of-living adjustment. 

House Resolution 75 calls on the Joint State Government Commission to complete a study 
on workplace pay disparity and issue its findings to the General Assembly by Nov. 30, 
2015. Another measure would raise fines against employers convicted of paying women 
less than men for equal work.

Women make up 50 percent of the labor force in America today. It’s long past time to 
ensure our mothers, sisters, daughters and friends all over the commonwealth are treated 
fairly in the workplace.

Pennsylvania’s young graduates are struggling 
to pay back substantial sums of money for their 
education. After mortgages, student loans are the 
largest form of consumer debt in the nation. 

We owe it to our rising millennials to do what we 
can to ease the lasting financial burdens from their 
higher education. 

It’s why I have introduced legislation (H.B. 607) that 
would provide a tax credit on interest paid for 
student loans. Under my bill, Pennsylvanians with 
student loan debt could receive a tax credit of up 
to $2,500 per individual during a calendar year 
for the entire span of the loan. The credit would be 
available to individuals earning up to $75,000 and 
couples earning up to $155,000.

Our young college graduates are trying to get their 
feet planted on successful career paths, but often 
find it difficult with looming bill notices, including 
paying back loans. I’m trying to help lighten their 
loads to make the American dream a reality.

A recent Pew Charitable Trust 
poll of Philadelphians showed 
that fixing Philadelphia’s schools 
is a top priority among city 
residents. The majority also 
favored an elected school board 
over the current school reform 
commission.  

I have reintroduced legislation 
(H.B. 195) that would create 
the elected school board that 
Philadelphians, school advocates 
and other elected officials 
support. The unpaid school 
board would consist of one 
member elected from each city 

council district and one at-large, 
non-voting member appointed 
by Philadelphia’s mayor. School 
board members would serve 
two-year terms, limited to 
10 years. The SRC would be 
disbanded under my bill. 

The School District of 
Philadelphia flounders in 
debt without a clear vision 
for our schools or our children 
because of the absolute lack 
of responsibility from district 
officials and the SRC. Under our 
current unfortunate structure, 
no one is taking ultimate 

responsibility for our kids. The 
SRC blames the city and the 
state. The city blames the state. 
And around and around it goes. 

The blame game our children 
are being forced to suffer 
through must end. It ends with 
an elected board that assumes 
ultimate responsibility and 
can provide a clear, unbiased 
funding and education plan for 
our schools and our children. 

Philadelphians have not had the 
opportunity to elect a school 
board since the 1960s. It’s time 
we say “yes” to let you do it.

Scan this code 
on your smart 
photo to watch 
a short video 
on supporting a 
minimum-wage 
increase in 
Pennsylvania.

Talking to Saint 
Mary Interparochial 
School students in 
the House chamber.

Reading 
to Horatio 
B. Hackett 
Elementary 
students.

education funding cuts Corbett 
made in 2011-12. Instead of 
one-time gimmicks and smoke and 
mirrors, Gov. Wolf proposes to 
close the budget deficit with real 
dollars. 

As Democratic vice chairman 
of the House Appropriations 
Committee, I had the opportunity 
to learn the details and, 

importantly, to ask questions 
about his budget during three 
weeks of public hearings. I look 
forward to now working with 
my Republican and Democratic 
colleagues in the House and 
Senate to deliver Pennsylvanians 
a budget that funds education 
and puts our financial house back 
in order.

Meeting with 
Gov. Tom Wolf  
on budget issues.  

and fines. Juveniles charged with cyber harassment 
would be given a path toward becoming 
responsible adults through diversionary programs.

I have introduced legislation to address bullying in 
schools, as well. The goal of my efforts is to have 
a system in place that would punish bullies for their 
cruel acts and give those who can be rehabilitated 
the chance to become productive and caring 
members of our society.

When I took the oath of 
office to become your   

 state representative in 2007,  
 I was among 55 brand-new  
 lawmakers, the biggest group  
 of newcomers to the PA House  
 in 26 years.  

 My group of freshman  
 lawmakers was known as the  
 reform class, coming in on a  
 wave of voter backlash over  
 the 2005 legislative pay  
 raise and the very beginning  
 of legislative scandals like  
 Bonusgate and Computergate.  
 In our first term, we worked  
 to restore the integrity of the 

legislature with new rules and 
disclosure laws, and higher ethical 
standards for lawmakers.  

Sadly, unethical behavior has 
raised its head once more. So we 
again must focus our attention 
on the reforms we set out to 
accomplish nearly a decade ago.  

With that in mind, I am happy 
to report I have been chosen 
to serve on the House Ethics 
Committee for the 2015-16 
session. This committee is charged 
with ensuring House lawmakers 
uphold the highest standards of 
ethical conduct.  

It’s different from the House’s 
other standing committees in 
terms of membership and duties, 
so it is an honor to serve on it, as 
well as a serious responsibility.  

From the moment I took office, 
I have sought to make state 
government more open and 
transparent to you. I hope 
and believe my work on this 
committee will build on that 
foundation, helping the institution 
uphold and ensure the highest 
ethical standards, which the 
people of Pennsylvania expect 
and deserve.
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It’s been more than 50 years 
since the 175th District has had 
a state representative who also 
served as chairman of a House 
committee. That all changed when 
I was appointed this term to serve 
as Democratic chairman of the 
Committee on Committees, where  
I am responsible for overseeing 
the House’s 24 standing 
committees and their work.  

In addition to that post, I continue 
to serve on the powerful House 
Appropriations Committee as 
its Democratic vice chairman, as 
well as on the Consumer Affairs, 
Education, Health and State 
Government committees. This is in 
addition to serving on the House 
Committee on Ethics, which you’ll 
read more about in this newsletter.

My office assists thousands of 
constituents just like you with 
problems, questions and concerns 
about state-related issues. There 
you can obtain a variety of 
informational booklets, brochures 
and other publications on state 
programs; receive help completing 
state forms; and get help solving 
a problem regarding a state law, 
program or service. 

The office is located at 610 N. 
2nd St. and the phone number is 
215-503-3245. 

Problem-solving and constituent 
service is a lot of what we do, 
but I am also just as committed to 
discussing legislative issues and 
concerns about our state with you. 
Please contact me if you need 
help with any state-related matter.

Dear Friend,

Mike

O’Brien

Taking your views To Harrisburg 

Taking your views  
To Harrisburg 

Don’t miss my Free Document Shredding 
and Electronic Recycling Event May 2! 
are you concerned about the safety of your personal information when 
discarding important documents? if so, please plan to bring personal 
financial and other documents to my free shredding event.

With district office staff  
from left: Charlie Carlin, 
O’Brien, Mary Isaacson 
and Theresa Alicea.

Talking with residents at 
the Somerset Neighbors 
for Better Living 
celebration on April 11. 

Saturday, May 2 • 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Festival Pier at Penn’s Landing 
Spring Garden St./Delaware Ave.  
and Columbus Blvd.

Bring up to three boxes or bags of the following: 

 Documents containing Social Security,  
 credit card and bank account numbers
 Credit card applications
 Canceled or unused checks
 Insurance and income tax records
 Bank and credit card statements
 Pension information

Please call my office at 215-503-3245 if you have a question about this event.

Please remove all trash from the boxes or bags of 
documents you’d like shredded. Magazines and 
newspapers will not be accepted. 

My event also features FREE collection of electronics, 
including TVs, computer CPUs, keyboards, mice, 
small printers, fax machines and flat screen monitors.  
One TV and computer CPU per household. NO 
appliances will be accepted for recycling. 

1.6 tons of  

paper recycled 

at last year’s 

event!



InsIde:
 FREE document shredding 
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 Bill would ease burden of 
student loan debt

 An elected school board for 
Philadelphia? I say yes! 

 Cyberbullying addressed

lpo.ts.0415
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 Car registrations, special tags, handicap 
placards, titles and driver’s license applications

 Information on financial assistance for higher 
education 

 Assistance in obtaining and completing state 
forms of all kinds

 Voter registration and absentee ballot 
applications

 Unemployment compensation, disability and 
workers’ compensation

 Birth and death certificates
 Problems with the Department of Health and 

Human Services (food stamps, medical and 
income assistance)

 Pennsylvania income tax questions or problems
 Requests for literature of all kinds – bills, 

regulations, statutes, Pennsylvania maps, senior 
citizen information

 Citations from the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives for outstanding accomplishments 
and family milestones

 Complaints or questions about utilities and the 
Public Utility Commission 

 Complaints and problems with insurance 
companies

 Renewal of state-issued licenses or certifications
 Property Tax/Rent Rebate problems or questions
 Problems or questions about the state lottery
 PACE cards for senior citizens
 Consumer complaints
 Liquor Control Board concerns or questions
 Tours of the state Capitol for individuals or 

groups
 Information about federal, state and local 

government agencies
Any problem with state government! 
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a state representative who also 
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